CLAIMS 



1. A service software acquiring method for acquiring 
software necessary for a remote service that is desired to be shared 
between a local host and a remote host which are connected via 
a network, froma service administration host that has the software 
stored therein, the method comprising: 

a step in which the local host requests the service 
administration host to start a desired remote service; 

a step in which, in response to the request to start the 
remote service, the service administration host chooses remote 
hosts that are capable of sharing the remote service with the local 
host, and returns to the local host information as to the remote 
hosts; 

a step in which, based on the returned information as to 
the remote hosts, the local host selects a remote host with which 
the local host desires to share the remote service, and instructs 
the remote host to download from the service administration host 
the software for sharing the remote service; and 

a step in which the remote host downloads from the service 
administration host the necessary software which the remote host 
has been instructed to download. 



2 . A service 
software necessary for 



software acquiring 
a remote service that 



method for acquiring 
is desired tobe shared 



between a local host and a remote host which are connected via 
a network, from a service administration host that has the software 
stored therein, the method comprising: 

a step in which the local host selects a remote host that 
is capable of executing the software necessary for the remote 
service that is desired to be shared; 

a step of instructing the selected remote host to download 
the software from the service administration host; and 

a step in which the remote host downloads from the service 
administration host the necessary software which the remote host 
has been instructed to download. 

3. The service software acquiring method according to 
claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 

a step in which the local host requests from the service 
administration host a list of remote services that are usable to 

the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the local 
host, the service administration host recognizes each of the remote 
services that are usable to the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host recognizes 
a remote host that is capable of sharing the recognized remote 

service with the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host reports to 
5 the local host a service list that shows a combination of the remote 
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service and the remote host; and 

a step in which the local host displays the reported service 

list. 

Bnf i. uarp acauirinq method according to 
4. The service software acqumny 

claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 

a step in which the local host requests from the service 
administration host a list of remote hosts that are accessible 

by the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the looal 
host, the service administration host recognizes the remote hosts 
that are accessible by the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host recognizes, 
with respect to each of the recogni zed remote host s , a remote service 
15 that is shareable with the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host reports to 
the local host a remote host list that shows a combination of the 
remote host and the remote service; and 

a step in which the local host displays the reported remote 

20 host list. 

Aff „ arp arauirinq method according to 
5 The service software acquinny 

claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 

a step in whxch the local host requests, from a list relaying 
25 host which is connected to the networK, a list of remote services 
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that are usable to the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the local 
host, the list relaying host requests from the service 
Ministration host the list of remote services that are usable 

to the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the list 
relaying host, the service administration host recognizes each 
of the remote services that are usable to the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host recognizes 
a r emote host that is capable of sharing the recognized remote 

service with the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host reports to 
the local host a service list that shows a combination of the remote 
service and the remote host; and 

a step in which the local host displays the reported service 

list. 

,„„,,,„ acauiring method according to 
6. The service software acqnumy 

claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 

a step in which the local host reguests, from a list relaying 
host which is connected to the network a list of remote hosts 
that are accessible by the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the local 
host , the fist relaying host reguests from the service 
25 administration host the list of remote hosts that are usable to 



the local host; 

a step in which, in response to the request from the list 
relaying host, the service administration host recognizes the 
remote hosts that are accessible by the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host recognizes, 
with respect to each of the recognized remote hosts, a remote service 
that is shareable with the local host; 

a step in which the service administration host reports to 
the local host a remote host list that shews a combination of the 
remote host and the remote service; and 

a step in which the local host displays the reported remote 

host list. 

„*4- liai r-«» arauirinq method according to 
7 The service software acquumy 

claim 1 or 2, wherein 

the remote host keeps the acquired software stored therein, 



and 



in the step in which the remote host downloads from the service 

administration host: 

if an instruction to download the necessary software 

is given from the local host, the remote host determines whether 

software identical to the necessary software is included in the 

stored software; 

if no identical software is included, the remote host 
downloads the necessary software from the service administration 
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host; and 

if any identical software is included, without 
downloading the necessary software fro, the service administration 
host , the local host and the remote host carry out the remote service 
by employing the stored software. 

8 . The service software acquiring method according to 

claim 7, wherein 

in the st ep in which the remote hest downloads from the service 

administration host, further: 

if the identical software is included, a version of 
the necessary software and a version of the stored software are 

compared; and 

if the version of the stored software is older, the 

stored software is discarded, and the necessary software is 

downloaded from the service administration host. 

9 . The service software acquiring method according to 
claim 1 or 2, further comprising a step in which the local host 
, downloads from the service administration host the software 
necessary for sharing the remote service. 



10. The serv 



ice software acquiring method according to 



claim 9, wherein 

the local host keeps the acquired software stored therein, 
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and 

in the step in which the local host downloads from the service 

administration host: 

the local host determines whether software identical 
to the necessary software is included in the stored software; 

if no identical software is included, the local host 
downloads the necessary software from the service administration 
host; and 

if any identical software is included, without 
downloading the necessary software f romthe service administration 
host, the local host and the remote host carry out the remote servrce 
by employing the stored software. 

acauiring method according to 
11. The service software acquj-LJ-ny 

claim 10', wherein in the step in which the local host downloads 
from the service administration host, further: 

if the identical software is included, a version of 
the necessary software and a version of the stored software are 
compared; and 

, if the version of the stored software is older, the 

stored software is discarded, and the necessary software is 
downloaded from the service administration host. 

12. The service software acquiring method according to 

to the remote hosts is 



5 



:laim 1 or 2, wherein the information as 
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addr esses of the remote host, that are assigned on the network. 



13. 



cnf r warp acquiring method according to 
The service software auqun-my 

claim 1 or 2, further comprising a step in which, if a piuraiity 
of remote hosts that are capabie of sharing the remote service 
are present, the iocai host displays a remote host that is 
accessible . 

cnfhI , rp acauiring method according to 
14. The service software acquiimy 

claim ! 'or 2, farther comprising a step of communicating 
information between the remote host and the iocal host by utilizing 
the software downloaded by the remote host. 

15. The service software acquiring method according to 
claim 14, wherein in the step of communicating information, still 
image data possessed by the local host or the remote host is 
communicated . 

16 . The service software acquiring method according to 
claim 14, wherein in the step of communicating information, video 
image data possessed by the local host or the remote host is 
communicated . 

17 . The service software acquiring method according to 
5 claim 14, wherein in a case where information is communicated 
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be tween the local host and the selected re.ote host, the method 

further comprises: 

a step in which the local host or the selected remote host 
transmits the information to a remote host different fro* the 
5 selected remote host, the different remote host being capable of 

• a A ^nrp« on the information that is 
performing a predetermined process 

communicated; and 

a step in which, after performing the predetermined process, 

the different remote host transmits the processed information to 
10 the selected remote host or the local host. 

18 . The service software acquiring method acccrding to 



ss of 
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20 



25 



claim 17, wherein the predetermined process is a proce 
converting a format of the information. 

19 . The service software acquiring method according to 
claim 17, wherein the predetermined process is a process of 
converting a resolution of the information to a predetermined 
resolution . 

ff „ arp arauirinq system for executing a 
20. A service software acquixmy y 

« at least two or more electronic 
desired process between at least 

*-h*f 3 re connected via a network, the system 
communication devices that are connect 

comprising : 

a service administration host that is connected to the 
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networK and has stored therein software necessary for executing 

the desired process; 

among the at ieast two or more eiectronic communication 
devices, a first eiectronic communication device operated by a 
user, and 

a second electronic communication device that is capable 
of executing the desired process by operating in association with 
the first electronic communication device; and 

association recognition means for recognizing an 
association between the first electronic communication device and 
the second electronic communication device, 

wherein the first electronic communication device includes 
softwareacguisitionmeansfor.whenexecutingthedesiredprocess, 

allowing the second electronic communication device recognized 
5 by the association recognition means to acquire the software stored 
in the service administration host. 

o«-F*-ii»r-P acauirinq system according to 
21. The service sottware acquiiiuy y 

claim 20, wherein the software acguisition means instructs the 
20 second electronic con™unication device selected by the user to 
download the software from the service administration host. 



cnfh ,, rp acauirinq system according to 
22. The service software atquiin y j 

claim 20, wherein the software acguisition means instructs the 
25 serv: 
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, iC e administration host to transmit the software to the second 



electronic communication device selected by the user. 

23. The service software acquiring system according to 
claim 20, wherein when recognizing the association, the 
5 association recognition means recognizes the second electronic 
communication device that is capable of operating in association 
with the first electronic communication device by authenticating 

■ • +-V.ZZ, firgt electronic communication device, 
the user operating the first eiectroiu 

■ « onf 4.„ arP acauirinq system according to 
1Q 24. The service software acquiimy y 

claim 20, wherein the association recognition means is provided 
within a home server for a user who possesses the first electronic 
communication device. 
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^.^-Ft-w^r-^ arauirinq system according to 
25 The service soitware acquumy ^y 

claim 20, wherein the association recognition means is provided 
within the service administration host. 

26. An electronic communication terminal that is 
20 connected to a network and which executes a predetermined process 
by operating in association with a remote host connected to the 

network, the terminal comprising: 

information aoguisitionmeans for acquiring, froma computer 

device connected to the network, information as to remote hosts 
25 that are capable of executing the predetermined process in 
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association; 

remote host specif icationmeans for, based on the information 
acquired by the information acquisition means, specifying a remote 
host that is capable of executing the predetermined process in 

association; and 

software acquisition request means for causing the remote 
host specified by the remote host specification means to acquire 
software for executing the predetermined process, the software 
being stored in a service administration host connected to the 
network. 

27. The electronic communication terminal according to 
claim 26, further comprising user key acquisition means for 
acquiring a user key that is registered in a certificate authority 
host connected to the network, wherein 

the software acquisition request means transmits the user 
key acquired by the user key acquisition means together with a 
request to acquire the software for executing the predetermined 
process . 

28. An electronic communication terminal that is 
connected to a network and which executes a predetermined process 
by operating in association with a local host connected to the 
network, the terminal comprising: 

software acquisition request reception means for accepting, 
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from the local host, a request to acquire software for executing 
the predetermined process; and 

software acquisition means for downloading, from a service 
administration host connected to the network, the software for 
5 executing the predetermined process. 

29. The electronic communication terminal according to 
claim 28, further comprising user key check means for requesting 
a certificate authority host connected to the network to check 

10 a user key, wherein 

in a case where the user key accompanies the request to acquire 
the software receivedby the software acquisition request reception 
means, if the user key check means checks the user key, the software 
acquisitionmeans downloads, fro m the service administration host , 
15 the software for executing the predetermined process. 
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